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A Global Vleww

A Weak U. ‘5 |s 'Progressive’;

A Strong U. 5.

,r‘i»bv

: dent Kennedy is findi\r}g out the

hard fay that international “prestige”
is a pooi‘ yardstick for meastiring the
success or failure of foreign policy.
Haw is prestige measured, anyway?
V\Men the President first assumed office,
influential “liberals” and ]eftlsts!beheved
he would adopt a soft policy toward the
Conmmunist bloc. Richard Crossman,.

Britain’s “socialistic” gad'.giir described
the T1&ident Th the pro-néutralist *“‘New
Statesman” as a “‘great liberal.”

~ " However, after the%ﬁ&yco, the.
: “New ' Statesman” was quic 0 de-

i nourice Kennedy as “guilty~»f a bare-*

. faced attempt to overtlnow a)nelghbm-

ing government by force.”
India’s Prime Minister Nehgu, whose

views are often confused by his profound

neutralism, also strongly criticized the

. rebel landing in Cuba as American “in-

iervention.”
But Nehru had second .thoughts —
and even some kind words for Kennedy

-+ —as soon as the landing turned out to

" be a tragic failure!

i

~ Had the Cuban freec dt' Q,ggi.crs suc-
. cecliéd In overthrowing astlo——\wth or

the a1d of
>sident

e et "_,
v vritted 'off in the
m"‘é‘d’ﬁlstory of the neutralists and left-

-ists as an “AWSL ” :
Since the anti-Casiro revolt failed,

the President is again in the good graces.
of the “New Statesman” and Prime Min-
' ister Nehru.

L In other wo;ds, a weak Umted States

‘icy. .

“of Laos, he will be gtémﬁed by the neu-

is “progressive;” a strong Umted States
is “imperialist.” .

To be surq, the views of the neut1 al-
ists are not.always consistent. They
have an enhi‘ely different yardstick to .

lmpenahs’uc%

‘measure presi‘;lge in the case of Sovxet
Rudsia. - - \

‘When the Hungarian freedom fight- |
ers revolted against Moscow in 1956, .
even such pro:Communist “neutralists” ‘
as the French existentialist philosopher :
Jean Paul Sartre turned their backs. on
the Kremlin.

But no sooner did Premier Khru- -
shchev crush the Hungarian revolt ’Lhan |
Sartre and his “fellow humanitarians” .

began to crawl back into Moscow’s “pro- |

gressive” fold.

In other words,™ “as the neutrahstsl
and “liberals” see it, a weak Russia )s‘

“1mpe11ahst” but ‘a stlong Commumst :

Russia is “progressive.’ ;

There is no doubt that, in the com-:
ing months, President Kennedy’'s pres- |
tige will rise and fall depending on the
strength o weakness of his foreign pol- {

Should t#e: President withhold aid!
from the Cuba' freedom fightersor ac-.
cept the pro- 1mumst Prince Souvan-
na Phouma asthe “peutralist” premier

tralists as'a “great lipeial,”
However, should he adopt a strong
pro-American and anti-Communist for- |

eign policy ih Cuba, Laos, Vietnam and }.

elsewhere, he will surely be denounced
asa “barefaced imperialist.”
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The above editorial also appeared

in the following other newspaper :

POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL,N.J.

_ MAY 10,61
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